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Detailed Action 



1. 



Claims 1-54 have been presented for examination. 



2. 



Claims 1*54 have been rejected. 



Information Disclosure Statement 



3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on October 19, 2005 
accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ulrich et al. (US 
Patent No. 6,754,773/Filing Date: Jan. 29, 2002). 

Claims 1, 14 and 50 : 

Regarding Claims 1, 14 and 50 Ulrich teaches a data management method, 
comprising- 

receiving multiple user files from at least one client station coupled to a data storage 
subsystem (column 11, lines 53*62 and column 12, lines 19-23, Ulrich); 

storing at least some of the multiple user files in a retrieval storage pool at a first 
location in the data storage subsystem (column 12, lines 60-63, column 16, lines 3-9, 
Ulrich); 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C - 102 
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creating a managed file comprising an aggregation of at least some of the multiple 
user files (column 32, lines 60-61 and column 87, lines 20*23, Ulrich), wherein said 
managed file creating includes copying user files to an aggregation storage pool and 
designating the aggregation of user files in the aggregation storage pool as a single file in a 
database (column 56. lines 4-7, Ulrich); 

applying first predetermined criteria to a user file stored in the retrieval storage 
pool to designate the user file in the retrieval storage pool as one of a higher priority and a 
lower priority (column 50, lines 16-34, Ulrich); 

deleting from said retrieval storage pool a user file designated as lower priority; and 
retaining in said retrieval storage pool a user file designated as higher priority (column 34, 
lines 7, Ulrich). 

Claims 2,15.28.and 41 teaches : 

Regarding Claims 2,15,28,41, Ulrich teaches retaining in said retrieval storage pool 
a user file designated as higher priority (column 5, lines 59-60, lines 66-67 and lines 1-10, 
Ulrich). 

Claims 3.16.29.42.49 and 51 : 

Regarding Claims 3,16,29,42,49 and 51, Ulrich teaches wherein said first 
predetermined criteria include the status of the user file as one of active and inactive 
wherein an active user file currently resides on said client station and is designated a 
higher priority user file, and an inactive user file once resided on a client station but has 
been subsequently at least one of modified and deleted on said client station, and is 
designated a lower priority user file (column 4, lines 45*55 and columns 59-60, lines 65-67 
and lines 1-10, Ulrich). 
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Claims 4.17.30 and 43 : 

Regarding Claims 4,17,30,43, Ulrich teaches wherein said retrieval storage pool is 
located in a disk storage (column 70, lines 28*29, Ulrich). 
Claims 5.18.31 and 44 : 

Regarding Claims 5,18,31 and 44, Ulrich teaches wherein said managed file creating 
includes copying user files to an aggregation storage pool and designating the aggregation 
of user files in the aggregation storage pool as a single file in a database (column 56, lines 
4-7, Ulrich) 

Claims 6.19.32.45: 

Regarding Claims 6,19,32,45, Ulrich teaches transferring said managed file from 
said aggregation storage pool to another location within a data hierarchy in the data 
storage subsystem (column 26, lines 12*14, Ulrich). 
Claims 7.20. and 33: 

Claims 7,20 and 33, Ulrich teaches wherein said copying includes copying user files 
from the retrieval storage pool to the aggregation storage pool (column 17, lines 22*29, 
Ulrich). 

Claims 8.21.34: 

Regarding Claims 8,21 and 34, Ulrich teaches wherein said aggregation storage pool 
is located in a tape storage (column 20, lines 13*16, Ulrich). 
Claims 9.22. and 35 

Regarding Claims 9,22, and 35, Ulrich teaches wherein said managed file is 
migrated to a tape storage (Refer to claim 8, wherein this limitation is substantially the 
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same/similar to claim 8, Ulrich). 

Claims 10.23 and 36 

Regarding Claims 10,23 and 36, Ulrich teaches copying received user files to an 

aggregation storage pool wherein said managed file creating includes creating a managed 

file comprising a contiguous aggregation of said user files copied to said aggregation storage 

i 

pool (column 58, lines 65-67, Ulrich). 
Claims 11.24 and 37 

Regarding Claims 11,24 and 37, Ulrich teaches applying second predetermined 
criteria to a user file received from a client station to designate the received user file as one 
of a higher priority and a lower priority (Refer to claim 1 wherein this limitation is 
substantially the same/similar to the limitation within claim 1 Ulrich), and wherein said 
retrieval storage pool storing includes storing received user files designated as higher 
priority in said retrieval storage pool (Refer to claim 2 wherein this limitation is 
substantially the same/similar to the limitation within claim 2, Ulrich), and wherein said 
copying to an aggregation storage pool includes copying received user files designated as 
lower priority to said aggregation storage pool (Refer to claim 3, wherein this limitation is 
substantially the same/similar to the limitation within claim 3, Ulrich). 
Claims 12.25 and 38 

Regarding Claims 12,25 and 38, Ulrich teaches wherein each client station has an 
identity and said second predetermined criteria include the identity of the client station 
which was the source of a received user file wherein a user file received from a first client 
station is designated a higher priority user file and is stored in said retrieval storage pool 
(Refer to claim 3, wherein this limitation is substantially the same/similar to the limitation 
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within claim 3, Ulrich), and a user file received from a second client station is designated a 
lower priority user file and is stored in said aggregation storage pool (Refer to claim 5, 
wherein this limitation is substantially the same/similar to the limitation within claim 5, 
Ulrich). 

Claims 13,26 and 39 : 

Regarding Claims 13,26 and 39, Ulrich teaches wherein said first predetermined 
criteria include the status of the user file as one of active and inactive wherein an active 
user file currently resides on said client station and is designated a higher priority user file 
(Refer to claim 2, wherein this limitation is substantially the same/similar to the limitation 
within claim 2, Ulrich), and an inactive user file once resided on a client station but has 
been subsequently at least one of modified and deleted on said client station, and is 
designated a lower priority user file (Refer to claim 3, wherein this limitation is 
substantially the same/similar to the limitation within claim 3, Ulrich). 
Claim 17 : 

Regarding Claim 17, Ulrich teaches wherein said retrieval storage pool is located in 
a disk storage (Figure 21 and Figure 22B, diagrams 160, Ulrich). 
Claim 18 : 

Regarding Claim 19, Ulrich teaches wherein said managed file creating includes 
copying user files to an aggregation storage pool and designating the aggregation of user 
files in the aggregation storage pool as a single file in a database (Refer to claim 5, wherein 
this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich). 
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Claim 19 : 

Regarding Claim 19, Ulrich teaches wherein the operation of transferring said 
managed file from said aggregation storage pool to another location within a data hierarchy 
in the data storage subsystem (column 24, lines 40-54, Ulrich). 
Claim 20: 

Regarding Claim 20, Ulrich teaches wherein said copying includes copying user files 
from the retrieval storage pool to the aggregation storage pool (Refer to claim 7, wherein 
this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich). 
Claim 21: 

Regarding Claim 21, Ulrich teaches wherein said aggregation storage pool is located 
in a tape storage (Refer to claim 8, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, 
Ulrich). 
Claim 22: 

Regarding Claim 22, Ulrich teaches wherein said managed file is migrated to a tape 
storage (Refer to claim 9, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich). 
Claim 27 : 

Regarding Claim 27, Ulrich teaches a subsystem for managing data for use with a 
plurality of client stations, each client station having user files, comprising: 

a plurality of data storage devices wherein at least one data storage device has a 
retrieval pool adapted to store user files (Refer to claim 1, wherein this limitation has 
already been addressed, Ulrich) ; 
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a digital data processing apparatus coupled to the storage devices (column 8, lines 
28-47, Ulrich), wherein the digital data processing apparatus is programmed to perform a 
data management method, said method comprising: 

receiving multiple user files from at least one client station coupled to the subsystem 
(Refer to claim 1, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich); 

storing at least some of the multiple user files in said retrieval storage pool (Refer to 
claim 1, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich); 

creating a managed file comprising an aggregation of at least some of the multiple 
user files (Refer to claim 1, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich); 

applying first predetermined criteria to a user file stored in the retrieval storage 
pool to designate the user file in the retrieval storage pool as one of a higher priority and a 
lower priority (Refer to claim 1, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, 
Ulrich); and 

deleting from said retrieval storage pool a user file designated as lower priority 
(Refer to claim 1, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich). 
Claim 40 : 

Regarding Claim 40, Ulrich teaches a server for managing data for use with at least 
one data storage device and with a plurality of client stations, each client station-having 
user files, comprising: 

data processing means for managing data (see abstract, Ulrich), said data processing 
means having means for: 

creating a retrieval storage pool in a data storage device (column 45, lines 1*3, 
Ulrich); 



Application/Control Number: 10/766,576 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2163 

receiving multiple user files from at least one client station coupled to the server 
(Refer to claim 1, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich); storing at 
least some of the multiple user files in said retrieval storage pool (Refer to claim 1, wherein 
this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich); 

creating a managed file comprising a contiguous aggregation of at least some of the 
multiple user files (Refer to claim 1, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, 
Ulrich); 

applying first predetermined criteria to a user file stored in the retrieval storage 
pool to designate the user file in the retrieval storage pool as one of a higher priority and a 
lower priority (Refer to claim 1, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, 
Ulrich); and 

deleting from said retrieval storage pool a user file designated as lower priority 
(Refer to claim 1, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich). 
Claims 46 : 

Regarding Claim 46, Ulrich teaches wherein said data processing means further has 
a database and wherein at least one data storage device has an aggregation storage pool 
and wherein the data processing means further has means for copying received user files to 
said aggregation storage pool wherein said managed file creating includes creating a 
managed file comprising a contiguous aggregation of said user files copied to said 
aggregation storage pool (Refer to claim 10, wherein this limitation has already been 
addressed, Ulrich). 
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Claims 47 and 52 : 

Regarding Claims 47 and 52, Ulrich teaches wherein the data processing means 
further has means for applying second predetermined criteria to a user file received from a 
client station to designate the received user file as one of a higher priority and a lower 
priority, and wherein said retrieval storage pool storing includes storing received user files 
designated as higher priority in said retrieval storage pool, and wherein said copying to an 
aggregation storage pool includes copying received user files designated as lower priority to 
said aggregation storage pool (Refer to claim 11, wherein this limitation has already been 
addressed, Ulrich) . 
Claim 48 : 

Regarding claim 48, Ulrich teaches wherein each client station has an identity and 
said second predetermined criteria include the identity of the client station which was the 
source of a received user file wherein a user file received from a first client station is 
designated a higher priority user file and is stored in said retrieval storage pool, and a user 
file received from a second client station is designated a lower priority user file and is 
stored in said aggregation storage pool (Refer to claim 12, wherein this limitation is 
substantially the same as the claim limitation within claim 12, Ulrich). 
Claim 53 : 

Regarding Claims 53, REFER to claim 1, wherein these limitations have already 
been addressed, Ulrich); 
Claim 54 : 

Regarding Claim 54, Ulrich teaches wherein each client station has an identity and 
said first predetermined criteria include the identity of the client station which was the 
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source of a received user file wherein a user file received from a first client station is 
designated a higher priority user file and is stored in said retrieval storage pool (Refer to 
claim 12, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, Ulrich), and a user file received 
from a second client station is designated a lower priority user file and is stored in said 
aggregation storage pool (Refer to claim 12, wherein this limitation has already been addressed, 
Ulrich). 

Prior Art of Record 

1. Blickenstaff et al (US Patent No. 5,537,585) discloses the data storage system in 
connected to a local area network and includes a storage server that on a demand basis and 
or on a periodically scheduled basis audits the activity on each volume of each data storage 
device that is connected to the network. 

2. Whiting et al (US Patent No. 5,778,395) discloses a system for backing up files from 
disk volumes on multiple nodes of a computer network to a common random access backup 
storage means. 

3. Ulrich et al. (US Patent No. 6,754,773) discloses a programmable data path 
accelerator. 

Point of Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Helene Rose whose telephone number is (571) 272-0749. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am - 4:30pm Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273*8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. i 



Helene Rose 
Technology Center 2100 
August 2, 2006 
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